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SUMMARY

It isimportant to learn and criticize thedodrine of fundamentalism which has been
easily mided to suppot war. However it is more important to undestand the sodal milieu in
which it has emerged lest we too be swept up into therising tide of fundamentalism.

Fundamentalism rearsits head in themidg of crumbling sodal order, in an agewhen
people sense theloss of afounddionin ther daly lives. There are no easy shortcutsin the
defense againg fundamentalism. Rather what is needed is conaete effortsto provide people
with a solid founddion.

INTRODUCTION

In thewake of 9/11it would appear tha many U.S. Christians spanning across
denomnaiond boundaies have fallen into avery stereotypical fundanentalist mindst. |
was livingin Louisville, Kentucky fromthetime of 9/11 urtil the beginning of thewar in
Iraq. Based onfield notes and interviews from tha period and a nunmber of reports submitted
to the Christian Shinbunl will attempt to give a picture of how American Christianscame to
bein suppot of thewar. This pgper is based on what is known as quditative research, and
thusis not designed to provide a bird@-eye view of thetrend in the whole American church.
Rather | seek to provide a glimpse of the process by which theaverage Christian livingin the
Southern U.S. was attracted to the voice of fundamentalism in the midg of thestruggle with
uncertainty. Furthermore | want to look agan at how the anti-war movement was effectively
silenced by thevoice of consrvative Christiansduring tha period and thereby reflect onthe
stance required of Japanese Christiansin confronting therightward trend in our own sodety.

|. THE IMPACT OF TERRORISM

Two weeks after 9/11 an American woman in her 60ssaid, O till just don®know
wha to make of it al. At times| feel terribly afraid, at times | feel ange, and at times| jug
don®want to think aboutit.OThereaction to theterrorist attacks among Christians didn®
suddenly emergefromafundamentalist dodrine. It is easy to see tha when Americansfaced
the stress tha resulted from experiencing an unprecedented terrorist attack, they soughtsome
sort of founddion tha would enable them to cope In tha moment, the aura of wha
sodologists refer to as Qivil religionGcame to weigh heavily on people@ actions The
symbols of civil religionindudenationd history and her heroes, and theflag, and people
come to assodate them with something universal and sacred. Furthermore, by mutudly
holding those symbols in esteem, the people come to sense a naiond return to traditiond
religiousvalues. In aplurdistic sodety such as the United States, civil religion offersa
common set of values and solidarity to those who feel alienated, regardless of individud
creed or denominationd affiliation. (McGuire 1997, pp.191-198) The church sought to offer

1 Inthisrepart all names of personsand churches have been changed except the
names of scholars and naiond Christian leaders.
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comfort fromtheword of the Bible, amidg the confuson and fear of terrorism. But the
symbols of civil religion were already present andin clear view. In themidg of uncertainty,
the people were easily drawn toward these symbols of civil religion. In this pgper | seek draw
frommy field notes to ascertain wha was beng said in American churches and how it was
the people soughtto overcome ther uncertainties following the events of 9/11.

FIELD NOTE (1)

| attended Green Mountain Baptist Church on September 16", thefirst Sunday
following theterrorist attacks. Worshipers were welcomed by a sidewak connecting the
pakinglot to the church entrance tha was lined with small flags Theworship service began
with everyonestanding and singing the naiond anthem. To theright of the pulpit stoodthe
stars and stripes and to theleft the Christian flag adomed in red, white and blue Aswe sang,
images of people in prayer were projected onto the screen abovethe pulpit. Theimages were
interspersed with images of theflag. Suddenly an image of therubble of theWorld Trade
Center was projected, followed by an image of the smokerising aboveNew Y ork City. No
doubteveryoneinduding myself was gripped anew by the powerful emotionsof seeingthose
images that we had all witnessed only days earlier. The pastor@ first wordswere, Qn this
time of crisis the community of faith mus stand united. OWithoutmentioning any names, the
pastor began his sermon by making reference to the claim by afundamentalist leader, Jerry
Falwell only 3 days earlier, that this event was God@ judgment uponAmerica and refuted it.
(People may ask, Vhere was God on the 11"°and where is God now?Obut Godis asking us
QVhere are youX®

The essence of the sermon was tha in our state of moral corruption, we mus respond
to thecrisis by returning to the hous of God as did the prodigd son. In thefind prayer of
GGod, grant wisdomto our president,Ol sensed tha the preacher was leaving theresponse to
this event in thehandsof the president.

After theservice | wentto meet my children and my 10-year-old daughter reported on
the contents of her Sunday school class. QI they talked aboutwas the airplanes that crashed
into the buildings Theteacher said @ven if World War 111 beginsyou will al be okay
because God is protecting usQAnd we read in theBible where it says @od is with us@My
5-year-old daughter returned from her class with ribbonstha they had madewith red, white
and blue condruction paper.

We received a letter to parentsfrom the Sunday school that offered suggestionsof
how we could hdp our children copewith the shod of this event. Theletter conduded with
thefollowing comments. GGod does notwant usto beafraid. Y ou and your children can draw
comfort by reading these passages of Scripture togetherE The most important thing for your
children rightnowisto knowtha they are safe. As parents and other adults give your time,
your love and hopein Jesus Christ to your children, they will beable to recover from ther
fear, ange and confuson.

Asl| read theletter | realized tha theadult worship service had been rooted in the
very same context. The preacher@ messageto the congregaion, whose daily routines had
been destroyed and who were gripped by fear, was an affirmation from God and areminde
tha we need to stand firm before God as a community of faith. That led to an affirmationin
ourfaith in our political leaders and an offering of prayers onthar behdf. It would seem tha
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this was the context that led to the soda phenomenamarked by phrases such as GGod Bless
America,OAmerica the Beautiful,Oand QJnited we stand.O(September 16,2001)

1. A THEORETICAL CONTEXT FOR THE PRO-WAR POSITION

Oneday after the attack the president of Southern Baptist Seminary, Albert Mohler Jr.,
published a statement on the school@ homepage saying that Romans Chapter 13 calls for a
Gespon of jugtice.OON February 6", 2002he made the following statement at a symposum
onwar tha was hoded by the seminary. QWhen disorder prevails, that is the very essence of
evil.OIn an interview with him on March 11", 2004 he stuck to his postion that thewar in
Iraq was an action of self defense. Histypicaly American pride was especially evident when
he commented tha, Orhewars of this generation are essentially police actionson an
internaiond scale.OHe attempted to scripturally justify his own postionwith thefollowing
words QNe have been placed in this nation as thesalt and light of the earth and thushave the
responsbility to dowhat is right, and to encourage our government to act accordingly.O

Oneof themotifs of fundanentalism isthedesire to restore sodal order in thewake
of theingability that has resulted from modernization. Thereason for fundanentalisn®
hared of abartion, feminism and homosexudity istha they are seen as agents of destruction
of thetraditiond pariarchd sodal orde. (Castells, 1999;p.24) While thefocus of
fundamentalism has expanded from the traditiond focuson micro-level issues such as
sexudity to themacro-level issueof war, thetheme of maintaining order has remained
unchanged. At this point | will introduce a sermon preached at the Blue Grass Christian
Church asin interesting example of how the reasoning of the fundamentalist respong to
abortion has been tranderred to the pro-war stance of fundamentalism.

FIELD NOTE (2)

Pastor Mark Rees began his Saturday evening sermonin typically articulate fashion.
Orhis month we are in a series entitled @olitically correct, Biblically incorrect.OTodayG
sermonis entitled, Q ife; theonly correct choice.®

In hisfirst point he brougtt up the matter of abortion, which is politically acceptable
butbiblically unacceptable. He talked aboutthe OWoman@ Choice Resource Center,Oan
organization tha was suppoted by ther church. Itisagrouptha seeks to dissuade women
who are contemplating abortion and offer suppot in child rearing. During the sermon several
youngchildren were broughtup to stand before the pulpit. The parents of those children had
all been convinced to not have abortionsthroughthework of tha organization. The preacher
read the children® names, oneby one The congregation respondel with a standing ovation.

After thechildren and thar parents were led out, the preacher continued his sermon.
The second point of the sermonwas euthanasia. Ot is discussed as a postive thingin our
sodety, butbiblicaly it is unacceptableE There is meaningin thelife that God gives, even
when it involves suffering tha is beyond human comprehenson. Human bengsmay never
take that life into ther own handsO

Thethird point of the sermon was human cloning. According to Rees, cloningisan
act of human selfishness. He continued, GEvery human is given an indvidud identity by God
and cloning is arejection of that truth. As Christianswe mug stand in oppostion.O

Thefourth point was capital punishment. Once again thiswasrelated to the sanctity
of life. Andyet it was at this point tha the emphasis of the sermon completely reversed itself.
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Pastor Rees is a proponent of capital punishment. He continued; (Some Christiansfocus
solely on 0houshdl notkill.OBut as the saying goes, @f you shoota man dead, you too must
bekilled.OAnyonewho takes a preciouslife mus pay with his own life.OAt theend of the
previousyear Pastor Rees had led anewcomers class in which he made reference to Romans
13:4 which says political leaders (hear the swordQin suppot of his pro-capital punishment
postion. In deference to newcomers from variousbackgroundsPastor Rees recognized tha
some may disagree with him on this point butwent on to say tha Qhe sword is atool of
killing and thusl bdieve this passageis saying tha theauthority to kill is placed in the hands
of the naion.Oln this sermon hewas boldly stating that capital punishmentisin accordance
with God@ word.

It didn® take much to carry thisline of thoughtfrom capital punishment to the matter
of war. Thekey tenets of thejug war theory were shown on thelarge overhead screen, one
by one Rees explained, Orhe attack on 9/11 resulted in numerouscivilian casudties. What
they (Mudim extremists) did was not an act of jug war. It was nothing more than terrorism.O
He went on to emphasi ze tha Qvhen we Christianswage war we never do so as an act of
aggression OThe American pridetha indsts all their wars are just was clearly evident in his
words When the sermon conduded theworship leader, Peter Perking asked all thos in the
congregation who had family membersin themilitary to stand. He then prayed, GGod, please
protect those who fightto protect usO

Theimage of those children who had received a standing ovation earlier in the sermon
cameto mind. Ther lives had been saved from abortion by the faith of tha congregation. But
wha if oneof those children were to grow up and someday take thelife of another. Would
themembers of the congregaion nat even hesitate in sending tha individud to the desth
chamber? A sermon that had begunwith the sanctity of life conduded with an affirmation of
war. How could such a changein direction be possible? (Januay 18", 2003)

[11. THEOLOGICALLY UNFOUNDED GOD TALK

| participated in Blue Grass Church@ Bible study program called (Building U.OOf
the 30 some classes offered on Wednesday nights, Orhe Bible, Islam and the Middle East
ConflictOwas particularly populr with over 160in attendance every week.

FIELD NOTE (3)

In thefirst sessontheingructor (Chris West) stated tha he was a Republican and got
afew laughsby chiding former President Clinton. He stated tha hewas a freelance writer
and that he had volunteered to teach this class.

Thefirst two sessionswere typical of a church sponsored Bible study class. The Old
Testament was quoied frequently. Themain point was that the present situaion in the Middle
East isafulfillment of biblical prophecy. Drawing from Genesis 17:8 where God promised to
give al of Canaan to Abraham, theFather of Israel, West emphasized tha the establishment
of moden Isragl was Scripturally foundel. He spokeof Abraham@® son, Ishmael and his
failure to receive God@ blessing, quoing Genesis 16:12; (He will beawild donkey, of a
man; his hand will be againg everyoneand everyone® hand againg him, and hewill livein
hodility toward all his brothers.OHe explained tha this was the reason why QArabs, who are
the descendents of Ishmael, are amenace to theworld.OTheimage of people hanging on his
every word and feverishly taking notes |eft a strong impression on me. | asked awoman in
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her 30swho was sitting next to me why she had chosen this class. Sherespondel, Q want to
know more aboutthe Middle East, and | want to learn more abouthow everythingistiedin
with Scripture. Asfor prophesyE well, Jesus could return any day now.O

Thethird session dealt with Middle East history. Beginning with the Old Testament,
theteacher spokein great detail, going onto the Balfour Declaration and the Middle East
War. From thefourth week the variouscounties of the Middle East were inroduced and we
had several guest speaskers who shared their own experiences. The guests were quite adiverse
group,induding a Jew, an Iragi, an Iranian, a pilot who worked in theMiddle East, and a
former Secret Service agent. They spokeof the Middle East conflict from persond
expeience. They all were members of thechurch or had close connectionswith it.

A 22 year old Iraqi, Shared his own story in fluent English. Born in Northern
Irag and having lived in Pakistan and nowthe U.S., he had recently been introduced to this
Bible study class at Blue Grass Church. He stated that GArabs are some of the mosgt ignarant
and hypoaitical people in theworld.OHe explained tha thelran Irag war and the massacre of
Kurdswith chemical weaponswere what turned him agang Arabs His persond webste
induded an essay entitled, QVhy | am notagaing thewar.OThe essay was punduated with
numerouspictures of Kurdish women and children massacred by President Sadaam Hussein.

West gave a summary of wha had been covered on March 12", thefind session. He
claimed tha Qug like Nazi Germany, the Mudims have started a war of propagandaOHe
quoted several Mudim websites stating that OMudims seek peaceOand added his criticism to
each one Theclass respondel to each criticism with laughter. Of ISam isrealy aboutpeace,
why are our missionaies being killed? This is shear nonsnse! OHe conduded by saying that
Qhereal war isaboutto begin, and it will beawar of ISam againg Christianity.OJanuay
15" PMarch 12", 2003

A survey aboutthewar was distributed to the 167 participants in this Bible study class
onMarch 5", 2003(2 weeks before the U.S. invasion of Iraq) and 127 valid respongs were
received. All respondes said they were Christiansand 94 percent were members of this
church. 88%said they attended church at least twice a week, showing ther highlevel of
religiouscommitment. Thebreakdown by age was as follows; unde 20 0%, 20sD2%, over
40D82% 55 resporders were male, 70 were femae and 2 did not state agende. 116 were
Americansand 11 did nat indicate anaiondity. In respons to the question, Of the U.S. goes
to war with Irag, will you suppot it?0121 said they would, 3 said they wouldn® and 3 did
notrespond.

Respondes were asked to reply in their own words to the question. OVha are your
reasonsfor suppoting or opposng the war?0OThe answers can bedivided into several general
categories. Thefirst would be answers tha indicated a fear of terrorism, such as; (Hussein
has weaponstha enable him to threaten our (U.S.A.) peaceful demoaratic way of lifeQand
Qe mug confront and defeat the evil of terrorism tha attempts to destroy our way of lifein
this countryOlnduded in this category were some answers tha indicated a sense of paranoia,
such as; (Baddam Hussein is an evil man whois athreat to thewhole world. Heisthe
antichrist.Oand Orhe mad man must be stopped or hewill destroy usOThe second categoty is
thoe who said we should go to war to set the people of theMiddle East free. Answersin this
category induded, ®0% of Iraqi® people want a changeof regime.Oand Q suppot getting
rid of terrorismE .1 suppot aiding freedom everywhere.OThe bdief tha we need to protect
freedom came throughvery strongly in this questionnare in answers such as, ONVe have our
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freedom because of those who have foughtfor itOand QVe need to goto war to protect the
freedomof our county.OThethird category was those who stated a bdief in the justness of
the United States. QWar is judified by the Qust WarOdodrine even in preemptive attacks to
restrain evil. Our nation has theright and duty to protect its citizensno matter wha therest of
theworld thinksOand ONe have amoral obligation to provideleadership for therest of the
worldOwere some of the answers in this category.

Based onthese answersit is clear tha the opinionsof therespondes were not based
on any paticularly deep theological reflection. What isreflected in these ansversis adeense
of the conaept of fighting for freedomand judice tha is so degply rooted in American culture.
Anothe valuetha is strongly reflected hereisthebdief in theuse of force to destroy evil. A
self complacent worldview tha assumes other counties will welcome thewars we wageis
also evident in these answers.

Religiouselements were mog evident in theresponses tha dealt with feelingstoward
the President. Theword GGodOwas used most often when therespondes were talking about
the President. Some of thefollowing responses are examples. Q trust in our President
knowing heis conaulting in God and openly speaks of his religiousbdiefsOand GGod'sword
needsto be spread throughoutthe naions ... There are far too many unsaved in our néion,
butin Irag and the Middle East countiesthey have very little, if any hopeof comingto know
Jesus Christ asther Lord and Savior. ...Wha other nationiswilling to lead this effort? God
hasaU.S. President in place tha has aheart for Him and iswilling to live by the Word of
God OThelogical condusion of these opinionscan be summarized in thefollowing respons.
QVe mus suppot our president and hona his decisionsEHe is agodly man.Olt is clear that
the primary reason for suppotting the president isnotrooted in politics or logic butrather is
an emotiond assodation with hisreligiouspodure.

Thetruth of the matter is tha President Bush@ affirmative stance toward the
American public lies at therootof his popukrity. While criticized abroad for his U.S.-centric
foreign policy as evidenced in thergection of the Kyoto Protocol and his oil driven Middle
East policy, domestically tha policy is seen as theultimate affirmation of the American
statusquo. Richard Pierard and Robert Linde state tha there are two varieties of civil
religion. Oneis prophéic in naure and theother ispriestly. (Pierard and Linde; 2003,p.34)
Theprophd is onewho speaks judgnrent and callsfor repentance. Thepriest servesto affirm
the people as they are, and makes offeringsof appeasement on behdf of ther sins Thus
when the people are in suppot of apriestly president such as Bush, they are nat required to
repent of, or changethdr lifestyles. At theroat of theemotiond suppot for America®
Presdent Bush is a suboniousdesire to protect the current lifestyle of the American people.
A younghouswife madethefollowing remark during asmall grouptha | participated in on
March 24", 2003 O see and hear on T.V. of the sad thingstha are hgppening. But | am
putting my trugt in God. | have put everythingin God® handsso | cannotworry about
anything.OWhile appearing on the surface to bea desply spiritud opinion, if in fact, such a
view comes from a desire to protect one® own lifestyle, even at the expense of the
destruction by war of lifestyles of people from other naions then onemug condudetha
such aworldview is bom of something tha has norelation whasoever to theteachingsof
Jesus Chrigt.
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IV.WHY ISTHE ANTI-WAR FACTION SO WEAK?

During this time | was also following the anti-war movement. On March 20" 500
people gathered for an anti-war rally in Louisville. | conduded randominterviews of the
people in attendance and inqurred of ther religiousbackgroundand ther thoughs on thewar.
A youngwoman in her teenswho claimed noreligiousatfiliation respondel; CChristianity is
exploiting the children of third world countries. Christianity isjust atool of colonialism.OA
Jewish woman in her thirties replied; Americansrevere the 10 commandments even though
oneof them is @Thoushdt notkill. @A Catholic man in his seventies said; O think American
Christiansare actudly serving themselves.Ol was not able to corfirm the presence of any
congervative Protestants at therally. Many were Catholic, Jewish and Quaker, aswell asa
goodnumber who had noreligiousaffiliation or said they did not attend church.

When surveys of religiousaffiliation are carried out in theU.S,, thoee who say they
don® attend church are referred to as Qunchurched Olt is adoaumented fact in the U.S. that as
sodal rank and level of education increase, people move toward increasingly liberal churches.
Those who end up leaving the church atogeher then become the unchurched. It is not
necessarily the case tha these unchurched people have nofaith in Christianity, butrather that
they have ceased to trug the church. In many cases even the conservative churches, let dlone
theliberal ones, are unale to get these unchurched people back into the churches. (Roof and
McKinney; 1987,p.241)

| attended a prayer vigil for peace at the Smoky Hills Baptist Church in Louisville on
March 16". It was not officially sponsred by the church. Induding myself, thevigil was
attended by 16 people, mog of whomwere unchurched. They turned notto the Bible, but
rather to an anti-war pamphlet authored by Mark Twain entitled The War Prayer, reading it
aloudin unison. A middle aged, unchurched man shared his reflection on wha we had read,
saying, (Bodety just goes crazy when war starts.OHe continued, Q@n really struggling with
this. | just don®know howwe can communicate the peace of God with people right now.
Theworld aroundusis so insanetha it jus gets hader and harder. | am praying that God
will sugtain my optimism buteO

That small gaheringwas such a contrast to thelarge meeting at Blue Grass Church
jus days earlier. Thiswas thedividing linein the struggle between the pro-war conservative
Christiansand the anti-war liberals. Theliberas didn® even have their own churches where
they could gather. The conservative Christians ontheother hand, had aplace where they
gathered regularly to exchangeideas and confirm the correctness of thar opinions
Sodologists refer to the places of communication in which people can receive ongong
confirmation of ther beiefs as (plausbility structuresO(Berger; 1967, p.20)

During thelatter hdf of the 20" century conservative churchesin the U.S.
experienced growth by focusng on and responding to people® persond problems such as
family issues. Meanwhile, liberal churches neglected the persond needs of people and chose
rather to focusontheBible as awork of literary interest and issues of globd sodal judice,
and subsquently declined in numbers. Onecould say tha theloss of power within the
anti-war movementistheresult of liberals letting go of the church as a plausbility structure.

IN CONCLUSION, GLEANINGS FOR JAPANESE CHRISTIANS:
Theliberal democratic party won alanddidevictory in thelower hous election of
September, 2005 In spite of themany frightening signsof a shift to theright, as marked by
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Prime Minister Koizumi@ repeated visits to the Y asukuni Shrine and his strong suppot of the
deployment of Nationd Defense troopsto Irag, the parties tha work to protect the
Conditution, such asthe Sodalist Democratic Party and the Communist Party were not able
to show any significant gains It is said that thereason for theLiberal Democrat@ victory was
Prime Minister Koizumi@ singular focuson the privatization of thepodal system. He was
able to reduce his campagnissues to asimple Gor or agangOquestion with regard to his
proposd podal reform and many voters foundhis masterful and zealousperformance on this
issuevery appeding.

Thereisapaallel with President Bush@ singular ingstence several years ago, that
sodety® greatest issueis thewar onterrorism. He strongarmed other nationsinto choosng
to befor or agang theU.S. in thiswar and he subsquently won the overwheming approva
of the American public. In last September@ election the oppostion parties attempted to speak
with reason aboutthe numerouspolitical issues at hand, and even appedled to the conditution
butthey were nat able to capture the hearts of the masses. Are notthe Christians of Japan
following in the same footsteps as the oppostion parties in theworld of politics? It is of
crudal importance tha we let our govanment know of our oppostionto war, and we must
examine and critiquethetheology of President Bush. At the same time, we mug make our
greatest effort to capture the hearts of the masses that are senang aloss of founddion amidg
theindability of this pogmoden age and the subsequent perversion of value systems.

If the church of Japan truly desires to continuespeaking the truth, we must come face
to face with thereality of thethirty some thousnd people who take their own lives every
year and notturn adeaf ear to those who are hurting and seeking comfort amiddg ther
persond problems. We mug provide a place where people can form bondsof trug with
otherstha alow totally honest conversation. Such efforts are nat some form of popuism or a
detour in the efforts to bulld aworld tha is free of war. Japan, jud like the U.S. isbecoming
inareasingly conservative and moving toward theright In our fight againg tha trend we
mug never let go of the church.
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